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Expressions _

Promoting the creative power in people with disabilities.
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To All Stakeholders...
Thank You

January is the month
when we tradition-

ally publish our annual
report. You've become
accustomed to a
4-page insert found in
the winter newsletter,
but this year there is so
much more to report.
Thanks to your gener-
ous gifts, thousands of lives were forever
changed so we are using a new format to
summarize our programs in pictures and short
stories. The facts and figures are strong, but
the impact on the lives of those we serve is
beyond measure. We are grateful for the sup-
port you have provided and look forward to
working with you again in 2012.

Kathie Wagner
President

Research Results...

Art is Good for Students

In fall 2010, Northwestern Mutual Founda-
tion, who generously supports many arts
programs in greater Milwaukee, selected
VSA Wisconsin and six other “best in class”
organizations to participate in a study con-
ducted by Reinders Research. The evaluation
process began with a simple question: How
do arts education programs impact emotional
intelligence levels of participating students?

What is emotional intelligence (EQ), you
ask? Briefly it can be described as the effec-
tive blending of thinking and feeling to make
good decisions. Data was collected through a
survey conducted at the beginning and end of
VSA artist residencies, conducted in partner-
ship with Wauwatosa, Whitnall, Hamilton
Sussex, Muskego and Templeton Schools.

Post-test results presented in October 2011
indicated that nearly half of the sample
(students with disabilities ages 11-20)
experienced positive growth in overall EQ
levels. Growth was directly attributed to
VSA program exposure. Among those who
experienced change, exactly half made
significant gains and the remaining half made
average gains. Comparative surveys showed
that students with the lowest pre-test scores
improved the most. Overall gains made by
the group point to observable improvement in
self-awareness and management, improved
reasoning and self-guidance and better team-
work and cooperation.

Students who experienced positive EQ
growth from exposure to VSA Wisconsin
programs made significant gains in every
single category measured through the emo-
tional intelligence survey. We were delighted
that the data collected confirms the strength
of our programs and makes a strong case for
bringing VSA Wisconsin programs to students
with disabilities throughout the state.

Six Seconds, a global organization supporting people to create positive change, defines
EQ as being smart with feelings so one can develop optional relationships with themselves
and others. EQ is a learnable set of practical, measurable skills that make a transforma-
tional difference at work, at school, and at home.

WISCONSIN

The State Organization
on Arts and Disability

News
Events

Art Exhibitions

Creative Power

A traveling exhibition
featuring 30 award
winning works from

across the state

Miller Art Museum
Sturgeon Bay
Jan. 28 - April 16

Artist Lecture
Feb.9 10:30 am

Intersections

works by Seth Albertson
and Alex Murtaugh

VSA Wisconsin Gallery
Madison
Jan. 11 - Feb. 29

Visual Expressions
A Call for Art Exhibition

VSA Wisconsin Gallery
Madison
Mar. 17 - Apr. 7

Events

Visual Expressions
Reception
VSA Wisconsin Gallery
Madison
March 24, 3-5 pm

VSA Wisconsin
1709 Aberg Ave.
Suite 1
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-2131
www.vsawis.org



Stories and Smiles...

Early Childhood Residencies

During the artist residencies at Lowell Elementary School in
Madison, Andy*, a student with autism, began to demonstrate
new behaviors. His teacher Andrea Bailey observed that “prior
to the VSA program he would mainly sit on the perimeter of
large group activities, not paying attention to his peers. By the
end of the VSA residency, Andy was successfully imitating the
movements of his peers and even cheering for them during
“spotlight” dances. His participation in VSA Wisconsin has
encouraged him to imitate and compliment his peers in the
classroom setting as well”

K-12 Artist Residencies

“The students in my program enjoy the VSA projects and art-
ists every year that we participate. Meeting new people and
learning to interact with them is important. With
this project [Community Threads
residency] ... the stu-
dents were proud of
their cutting and sew-
ing skills. They took
pride in their individ-
ual creative prod-
ucts and told their
parents about the
creatures at home.
VSA has provided
my students with
worthwhile projects to
participate in and create. | plan to continue
working with any artist who is willing to provide instruction and
activities for the benefit of my students!” ~ Kathi Christensen,
John Muir Middle School

Art Center

As you walk through the doors

of the new VSA Wisconsin

Gallery, unique works of art

that stimulate your imagina-

tion and stir the senses will

greet you. Since moving

to a new home in Janu-

ary 2011, VSA Wisconsin

has hosted numerous art

exhibitions, including

Visual Expressions: A

Call for Art Exhibition; Uncon-

tained: Larger than Life; Windows of Genius:

The Art of the Prodigious Savant and Intersections.

A few steps beyond the

gallery is the VSA Wisconsin
Art Center, where individu-
als with disabilities gather to

# B\ develop their skills in

e © | ceramics, painting, drawing,

3 singing, dancing and more.
. The center is a beehive of

b\ activity Monday through
Thursday evenings, and

due to the new location
which provides greater
visibility, more than 30
new registrants have
signed up for classes in
the last year.

Choirs

According to a parent of a member of the VSA Choir of
Fond du Lac: “Being a member of the choir is not only
important to our son, Tom, but, a thrill for us, as parents, to
attend the concerts and see the joy on all the participants
faces as they sing their hearts out. Tom has had several
opportunities to sing solos, and is he a proud young man!
He is also proud to watch his friends in the choir as they
perform. There is a real sense of unity and support there.
Music is an important part of Tom’s life, always puts a smile
on his face. Thank you for this special outlet.”

Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune photo

VSA Choir of Wisconsin Rapids



...To Remember

VSA Day

Maggie*, a VSA Wisconsin choir member, is a very social
young woman who also has behavior challenges. Her
mother tells us, “when Maggie feels stress she sometimes
hurts either herself or others. VSA has been a wonderful way
for Maggie to
develop positive
friendships with the
other choir mem-
bers. The choir
director has the
unique gift of mak- |
ing each person
feel special. The
volunteers who
come to

practices have
also gotten to know Mag-
gie and help her when
she needs it. During
VSA Day at Camp
Randall Stadium in
Madison, one of the
volunteers stayed
with us so that each
of us could hold one
of Maggie’s hands. Maggie
had some rough times, but she was able to
get through them and stay with the group. Because of her
behaviors, Maggie has not been welcome with very many
groups. When she got out onto the field, she sang her little
heart out. She’s a bit
of a show off and loved
the audience. Mag-
gie’s attention span is
generally quite short,
but she participated in
the whole day without
wanting to leave. She
had a memorable day
with friends who enjoyed her company. Maggie could get
though life without those experiences, but they offer her op-
portunities to live the kind of exciting life that most of us live.”

Call for Art

Blue Flowers by Lavontay Basley

George* a happy, energetic, motivated young boy, had a
very positive experience through the annual Call for Art
program. He spends his free time at
school and at home using different
mediums to express his artistic side.
His teacher says, “Through his art
pieces, he is communicating with
us, and the world” George’s mom
tells us, “[George] is nonverbal; he
can’t speak. He speaks in pictures
and colors. It’s his way of fitting into
the world. It’s his escape...[The VSA
award] is very exciting. It's an honor
for all of us. | was pretty emotional
when we got the phone call that he
won. | want to get him an easel with the gift card he won.
| thought it would be fun for him to explore paints and
canvas.”

Goblin Face
by Andrew Holschuh

Sarah Winkler, a student at New Holstein High School,
received recognition for her acrylic painting “Not That Dark.”
She says, ‘Art makes me feel safe, like nothing can touch
me. My art is my own. It is the one thing no one can tell me
I’m doing wrong. It is the thing | can do my way . .. When |
paint, | feel everything; every emotion one can experience. |
feel anger, sadness, happiness, frustration, and even
laughter. . . When | paint, | express myself”

*Names changed to protect privacy

K-12 Artist Residencies

“The very first class, a young student refused to participate. Once the scarves came out, | learned of his love of belly
dancing and east Indian culture. | was sure to incorporate music from that genre, as well as bring a specific drum and
ankle bells for him as well as continue to use the scarves. Initially, he would sit outside the circle, and only participate
when the scarves came out. It wasn’t long before he began in the circle with us and participated the entirety of the class.”
~ Michelle Hatfield, teaching artist




REPORT ON GIVING - JULY 1, 2010 -JUNE 30, 2011

Thank you to the following individuals, businesses, foundations, and partners who responded to grant requests, direct mail,
newsletter and email solicitations, and workplace giving campaigns to provide generous financial and inkind support. Due to
printing deadlines, this report reflects cash and documented inkind gifts received from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.
Pledges made, but not received during this period will be included in the fiscal year 2012 report.
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Manthe, Susan and Randy
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Milio’s Sandwiches
Milwaukee Brewers
Mincberg, Bob

Minkus, Dan

Moll, Michael

Monk, Janet

Morrison, Susan
Mulroney, Jill and Mercy
Mulrooney, Tess
Nature’s Bakery
Nothnagel, Jean and Fred
Olson, Joni
Olson-Sutton, Judith
Ornstein, Marjon

Panera Bread

Pett, Julie

Pierce’s Market

Pitassi, Mary

Pizzeria Uno of Madison Inc.
Planey, Heide
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Richardson, V.
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Ross, Bob
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Roth, Patricia

Rowley, Linda

Salm, Ray

Sanders, Linda and Mike
Sarabia, Heather or Carol
Schloer, William
Schmidt, Phyllis
Scmitt, David

Schop, Susan
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Schumacher, Carl
Schultz, Brian

Seely, Cynthia

Shopko Dept. Store-Madison
Simmons, Elizabeth
Sipress, Morton
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Sundquist, Shirley
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Waegli, Tom

Wandtke, Mary
Weigert, Bonnie
Wenzel, Ann
Witkowski, Tom
Woodman’s
Wroblewski, Beth-May
Younkin, George

Zins, Mary

Local, State, and Federal
Grants
Dane County Cultural Affairs
Commission
Madison Arts Commission
VSA (international office) under an
award from the U.S. Department
of Education
Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds
from the State of Wisconsin
and the National Endowment
for the Arts
Wisconsin Dept. of Public
Instruction

Tribute Gifts
In memory of Kathleen Betz
Betz, Thomas
Cernoch, Alice
Colby, Diane
Fauske, Idelle
Lindgren, Bonita
Ruege, Jane
Standorf, Claudia
In honor of Iris and Robert
Brigham
Johnson, Kenneth and Marilyn
In memory of William Ableidinger
and in honor of Deacon Todd
Martin and Monsignor Charles
Schlueter
Ableidinger, Kathleen and Jim
In memory of Caroline Damm
Schorr, Kathy
In memory of Cy Finnegan
Finnegan, Barbara
In honor of Jody T. Fischer

Fischer, Darla

In memory of Jenni and Kyle

Guerkink
Wilmeth, Sally and Guerkink,
Terry

In honor of Sharon Kessel
Gamzu, Elkan and S. Zelda

In honor of Esther G. Larson
Burlingame, A.W. and L.A.

In honor of Kathy Larson
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Foundation

In memory of Dwight Mathes
Mathes, Jackie

In memory of Thomas Mischka
Mischka, Michael

In honor of Phil Porter
Cutlip, William
Gebhardt, M.J. Feeney

In honor of Greg and Susie

Samuels
Padgett, John and Mary

In honor of Chris Spencer and

Elizabeth Prescott
Dopkins, Susan

In honor of Dr. Dale L. Reid
Luther Midelfort Mayo Health

In honor of Jim Riordan
Goke, Kim and Rodger

In honor of Jane Ruck
Kirchhoff, Jane

In honor of Steve Stricker
Allianz Life Insurance Company
Esser, Thomas and Vicki
Donnelly, Michael and Mary
Ellen
Olson, Betty
Panozzo, Les
Pfahler, Donald

In memory of Jennifer Trimborn
Zeman, Jeffrey and Deborah

In honor of Lois Walz
Walz-Chojnacki, Mary

In honor of Amy Wittenmyer
Wittenmyer, Jane

In honor of Jon Wos
Baldwin, Mack and Marilyn

In memory of Ed Wright
Lenburg, Norman

Matching Gifts

Bank of America Foundation

Liberty Mutual Foundation

Luther Midelfort - Mayo Health

Thompson Investment
Management

Thrivent Financial for Lutheran
Foundation

Xcel Energy Corporation

Special Events

Many thanks to PGA Tour golfer
Steve Stricker and Cherokee
Country Club; and the UW-
Madison Athletic Department and
School of Music.
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FY11 by the numbers

Educational art programs directly served 3,163
individuals, most with disabilities

84% of annual expenses were devoted to
programming

More than 577,255 people were impacted by
exhibitions, concerts, and special performances by
individual with disabilities

27,494 hours of programming were conducted
by 41 teaching artists

Nearly 140 volunteers provided support for admin-
istration, programs and events

350 square feet of space was devoted to exhibi-
tions at the new VSA Wisconsin Gallery in Madison

Help VSA Wisconsin continue to grow

* Tell one new person about VSA Wisconsin
in 2012

* Send us a note about how your involvement with
VSA Wisconsin has touched your life or the life
of a friend/loved one

* Make a first-time financial gift to VSA Wisconsin
or try to increase your giving this year

* Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Please call us at 608-241-2131 or visit our
website: www.vsawis.org

Revenues

@ Government Support - 29%
Fees, special events, sales,

/ ® investment income and
‘ ~ miscellaneous income - 21%
o Corporations - 20%
. Foundations - 14%
‘ ‘ Inkind - 9%
; @ Individuals and service

organizations - 4%
o Workplace giving - 3%

Expenses

2 @ Programming - 84%
@ Fundraising - 9%
@ Management & General - 7%

»

Donation Form

Name

Enclosed is my gift of $

Address

City State

Zip Telephone

Save printing and postage! Add me to your e-mail list.

E-mail address:

My gift is in honor/memory of:
My company will match my gift. Company name:

Make checks payable to VSA Wisconsin

Name as it appears on card:

Mail to: 1709 Aberg Ave., Suite 1, Madison, WI 53704-4207
Credit Card: _ Visa __ MasterCard __ Discover Credit Card #

Expiration date:
Signature:
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A CALL FOR ART EXHIBITION

CELEBRATING THE CREATIVE POWER OF
", PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

L} VSA Wisconsin Gallery
1709 Aberg Avenue, Suite |, Madison

Public Reception:
Saturday, March 24, 3-5 pm

Gallery Hours: March 17 - April 7
M, W:2-5:30 pm; Sa: 1-3 pm
ARTWORKW/ILL BE FOR SALE

Art Is Good

We all have our talents,
Art is good,

Save the Date Chasing your dreams,

As you should.

Paint a picture,
Or mold some clay,

Art is for all,
Every day.
Never stop trying,
K Is,
15th Annual s g
VSA Wisconsin Golf Exhibition To our souls.
with Steve Stricker So enjoy yoursel,
en doing art,
June 18, 2012 Just pick a time,
. And then you start.
Cherokee Country Club, Madison
~Dylan Abraham

WWW.VSawis.org




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim Riordan..........cccecunuee Board Chair
Jason Stephens .......ccccoeneeeees Vice Chair
Patti Williams™.........ccoveeninnes Secretary
Tom Nelson......cccccevveeievnnnnnns Treasurer

John (Jack) Coe

Leslie Brodhead Giriffith
Michael Leckrone
Peggy Lenz Gunderson
Phyllis (Flip) Varsos
Matthew Vogel

Jon Wos

* Ex-Officio Member

STAFF

Kathie Wagner.............cceeveenee President
Patti Jungbluth..VP of Finance & Admin.
Alexis London.....Field Services Director
Georgene Pomplun..Project Coordinator
Joan Collins.....Early Childhood Director
Kathy Paul........ Development Associate
Anne Schmalle.....Financial Admin. Asst.
Heide Planey.............. Program Director
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The mission of VSA Wisconsin is to
expand the capabilities, confidence and
quality of life for children and adults
with disabilities by providing programs
in dance, drama, creative writing, music
and visual art.

VSA Wisconsin is an affiliate of VSA, a
program of The John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts. This newsletter
is made possible in part through support
from Advertisers Press and xpedx.

Transportation for VSA Wisconsin is pro-
vided by Kayser Automotive Group.

To receive this newsletter in an alternative
format, contact VSA Wisconsin.

Additional copies can be requested by call-
ing 608-241-2131 or downloaded from the

website at www.vsawis.org

WISH LIST

¢ Advertising and/or
Promotional Space

e Office Supplies
(copier paper,
Post-It notes)

* Printing Services

¢ Portable navigation
device

e Art supplies
(canvases, brushes,
buttons)

e Digital Photo Frame
(5” x 7” minimum size)

Contact VSA Wisconsin’s
development office
at 608-241-2131
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