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Promoting the creative power in people with disabilities.
Raising Awareness...

What is Art?

If you ask 100 people “what is art?” there’s a
good chance you will get 100 different answers. The opportunity to explore this question came to life this fall in an exciting
collaboration with Forward Theater Company
in Madison.
Forward Thearer’s presentation of John
Logan’s Tony award-winning play Red, depicts
the life of abstract expressionist painter Mark
Rothko. The story challenges perceptions and
raises awareness about art and the creative
process. Sound familiar? That’s exactly what
VSA Wisconsin does.
This collaboration with Forward Theater
inspired us to think outside the box. We challenged the teaching artists at the art center to
use the theme What Is Art? in their classes.
Excitedly, they implemented new ideas for
individual and collaborative art making that
hadn’t been tried before. One teaching

artist projected
images of work
by famous artists. After viewing a Kandinsky,
one participant, who had
previously only
drawn cats,
drew something
entirely different, and with
complementary
colors. Another
participant, who
has a very short
attention span, finished an entire project and
proudly pointed out shapes in his storybooks
-- a new accomplishment for him. In a music
and movement class, participants viewed a
video of a flash mob dancing in an airport
which inspired them to learn the art of swing
dancing. Participants in a ceramics class created self portrait masks and animals, exploring art within themselves and through nature.
Original visual artworks created in the
classes along with pictorial images of music
and movement classes are now on view at
the VSA Wisconsin gallery through April 10.
Hours are Monday-Thursday 9 am-3 pm or
by appointment. Please join us in exploring creative expression and the relationship
between art and viewer.

To Our Donors...

&

News
Events

Art Exhibitions
Creative Power
A traveling exhibition
featuring 30 award
winning works from
across the state

Ripon Public Library
Ripon
Feb. 20 - Apr. 30
Visual Expressions
A Call for Art Exhibition

VSA Wisconsin Gallery
Madison
Apr. 21 - May 3

Call for Entries
Playwright Discovery
Competition
Deadline Apr. 28
Application found at
http://www.kennedycenter.org/education/vsa/
programs/playwright_discovery.cfm

Events

Thank you for your support
Once again, your generosity and acts of kindness have changed thousands of lives. Your support has made a difference and helped fulfill
dreams that were once thought impossible.

Visual Expressions
Public Reception
VSA Wisconsin Gallery
Madison
May 3, 2-4 pm

On the following pages, we share some of the program highlights made
possible by your gifts and in turn, some of you tell us why you volunteer
or provide financial support to VSA Wisconsin. We are honored by your
support and will continue to work hard to uphold the confidence you
have placed in our organization.

VSA Wisconsin
1709 Aberg Ave.
Suite 1
Madison, WI 53704
608-241-2131

Kathie Wagner
President

www.vsawis.org

Successes and Smiles...
Art Center

“When given choices on various activities, participants usually wanted to play the drums; they were
very open to structure and trying new exercises. We had a great final class where we told a story with
the music; I didn’t impose any story on them, they discovered it on their own and contributed ideas
on what sounds we could use to tell a story about reindeer on vacation. After exploring various music
dynamics and listening exercises, we also had some wonderful improvisational music sessions!”
~Fiona Stoner, teaching artist
“Thank you so much…for providing such wonderful classes for all our
special people. Pam was so unhappy when her “Painting Galore” class was
done. She keeps underlining the dates in her calendar for her new classes
to start. It adds so much to her life.” ~ Sandi Grote
Visual art is a very important part of Casey’s DeZonia’s life. He likes expressing his creativity by building pottery, 3-D projects, and oil pastel drawings. His favorite subjects are drawn from cartoons, comics, animals, science, and nature. Sometimes his work encompasses ideas such as womens’ rights in
America. At VSA Wisconsin he can make creations that he cannot do at home. Casey’s father, Barry,
says “I am very grateful for the opportunities that Casey has had to explore his interests and share
them with people. I see the pride Casey takes in the recognition of his talents by others. And I know
that this would not have happened without VSA.”

Early Childhood Residencies
Many Early Childhood residencies focused on opportunities for
language development. Music
activities included singing, props,
animal instruments, parachute,
rhymes, and movement. New instruments such as woodblocks,
rainsticks, frog guiros, scrapers,
thunder tubes, duck guiros, and sandblocks were used
to increase enthusiasm and allow for a sense of accomplishment mastering a new skill. Some activities were tied to curriculum topics, furthering experiences in another area. Movement
activities allowed experiences with wands and scarves. They
also incorporated stop-start elements giving practice in impulse
control and motor planning.
One very shy child in a
creative drama residency
initially would not speak and
only responded to yes and
no questions by shaking
his head. He showed
great interest when the
teaching artist arrived and
by the third session he began
to actively participate in the activities. Soon
he began to utter single words and now he answers questions when they are asked of the group. The student is starting
to open up during the school day and the teacher says she is
sure that it is in direct correlation with his positive experience
during the residency.

Choirs
Almost 200 people with disabilities participate in the statewide choir program. Choir members learn about pitch, tone,
rhythm, movement, basic music history and composition and
share their accomplishments through public performances.
Each semester the
Madison
choir learns
one new
song that is
particularly
complex
and challenges the
group to
expand
their abilities. Last winter
they mastered “Carol of the Bells,” a three-part round, as well
as “Zum Gali Gali” and the “Banana Boat Song.” Members
of the Stoughton choir are using rhythm instruments as they
sing and also are given a chance to lead songs with the
director. In addition to new musical accomplishments, choir
members are also demonstrating increased self confidence
and social skills. Hazel* was previously quite withdrawn, but
now interacts with others more, giving “high 5’s”, and coming
up to the front to perform in a group. Sissy* is very helpful in passing out instruments without being asked, as well
as helping to put them away. She is also a leader with the
drums and other instruments.
								
*Names changed to protect privacy

...To Remember
VSA Day

Call for Art
According to Barb Drews, art teacher at West High School,
Madison, the Call for Art program is an authentic and valuable experience for students. Over the years, many of her
students have received purchase awards or recognition
awards resulting from this program and it has given them
great validation as artists. Not only are the students gaining
pride and self confidence in their art endeavors, some now
consider art as a viable career opportunity. Many are continuing to keep art as a focal point in their lives. She says,
“Regardless of the countless outcomes, the experience itself
is priceless!”
More than 400 people visited the
Call for Art Visual Expressions exhibition while it was on view in 2013.
Many positive remarks were written
in the exhibition comment book. One
mother wrote: “What a pleasant surprise to see both of my boys’ art work
on display—so special for Mom since
neither like fine
motor activities!!”
Torin Wilke received a 2013
Purchase Award
and his work entitled “Darkness”
is now in the VSA traveling
exhibition. Torin’s mother says, “Our family is so
excited for him. They can see how he loves his art. I think his
art makes him very happy. Obviously there are a lot of things
that he struggles doing because of his disability, but through
his art, I think it opens up a lot of people’s eyes. They see
what he can do. He can do what everybody can do.”

VSA Day is an annual performance opportunity for individuals with disabilities to showcase their musical accomplishments at a UW Badger football game. VSA Wisconsin choir
members from Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rapids signed
the National Anthem and students
from Medford, DeForest, Belmont
and Tomah performed with the
UW Marching Band. Two students
who attended have Autism and
Down Syndrome. Both participate
fully in the Tomah Marching Band
program and one is also a member of the Concert Choir. Charlie
O’Brien, director of instrumental
music says “Their participation in
the arts is one of the many
examples of how immersion into the
classroom benefits everyone involved. The arts are an
important part of their lives and your event reinforces how
music should be available to anyone and everyone regardless of ability level
or special needs.
Thank you again
for the very
special event and
I hope we can
participate for
years to come.
The only thing I
would change would
be to have even more students participate so they can share such a worthwhile experience. I look
forward to working with you in the future and please share
my sincerest thank you and praise with your organization,
donors, and volunteers.”

School & Community Artist Residencies
In Wisconsin Rapids, adults with disabilities participated in a puppetry residency at the Opportunity Development Center.
They created rod, hand, and mouth puppets and learned how to manipulate them for a performance. Using the music of
“Carnival of the Animals” as inspiration, participants performed with their puppets before an audience of 120. According to
the teaching artist, one participant was initially reluctant to lift her arms. However, the desire to hold her puppet up and move
it was strong and she was ultimately able to perform this task. The participant was also non-verbal during the residency
workshops, but during the final performance, her cat puppet let out a most surprising ‘meow!’
A residency at Mendota Elementary School in Madison directly impacted 340
students and resulted in a large mural. In his program application, art teacher Nate Kirley wrote, “Initially, I was intrigued by VSA’s philosophy of universal
design in relation to teaching art; making the project accessible to everyone
and implementing best practices across the board. We had so much success
with VSA last year we decided to work with them again.” An inclusive learning setting like Mendota Elementary School provided an environment in which
children of all abilities could grow and develop, particularly as they worked
side-by-side to design and complete the mural.

R e p ort o n G i v i n g - July 1, 2012 -June 30, 2013
Thank you to the following individuals, businesses, foundations, and partners who responded to grant requests, direct mail,
newsletter and email solicitations, and workplace giving campaigns to provide generous financial and inkind support. Due to
printing deadlines, this report reflects cash and documented inkind gifts received from July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013.
Pledges made, but not received during this period will be included in the next fiscal year report.

Lead Sponsor
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American Family Insurance
WPS Health Insurance

Major Sponsor
($10,000-$19,999)

DeAtley Family Foundation
Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Sponsor ($5,000-$9,999)
Access to Community Services
Brittingham Madison Trust
Gordon Flesch Charitable
Foundation
Green Bay Packers
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
The Cremer Foundation
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Stephens, Jason
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Management
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Capital Times Kids Fund
Community Foundation of
North Central Wisconsin
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Nelson, Thomas and Marcia
Plum Creek Foundation
Principal Financial Group
Singel, Elaine and Steve
Sub-Zero Wolf Foundation, Inc.

Target
The Evjue Foundation Inc.
Thompson, Sue Ann
Walter & Jessie Francisco
Charitable Trust
Webcrafters - Frautschi
Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

Benefactor ($500-$999)

Bemis Family Foundation
Bollman, Karen A.
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Madison South Rotary Club
Foundation
Mischler, Elaine and Nick
Oshkosh Area Community
Foundation
Ransom, Scott and Ginny
Tex Tubb’s Taco Palace
Walder, Jill and Andrew

Contributor ($250-$499)

Boyd, Karen and William
Community Foundation of
Central Wisconsin- Rusek 		
Family Fund
Coughlin, Martha and Tim
Dahlin, Bernard and Alyce
Endres, Lacey
Gould, Katherine and Bob
Herbert H. Kohl Charities
Klatt, Sybil
Knights of Columbus #9685/60
Lenburg, Norman
Lenz-Gunderson, Peggy
Mulloy, Timothy
Nasco
Paul, Thomas and Janet
Pautz, John and Penni
PPC Foundation
Schultz, Phillip
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Vogel Foundation
Wagner, Kathie
Wellspring Learning Inc.
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Mentor ($100-$249)

Akinwale, Akeem
Anderson, Greg and Peck, Laura
Austin, Martha
Baker, Brenda
Birrenkott, Richard and Sheri
Blackwell, Deborah
Blake, Phil and Kit
Bolz, John and Marian
Botham Vineyards
Brennan, Robert and Mary
Brooker, Sharon
Burish, Anna
Burns, William and Joan
Cutlip, William and Saundra

Dolan, Michael
Esker, Dennis
Fisher, Carol
Full Compass Systems
Gipp, Jerry and Karen
Hughes, Linda
Johnson, Elizabeth
Kepley, Vance and Betty
Kiddo’s Learning Center
Kobussen Buses, Ltd.
Kirchhoff, Jane
Klade, David and Cole, Karen
Klisurich, Anne
Kraus, Edith
Lanser, Brian and Suzanne
Lundberg, Peter and Jill
Magnoni, Corinne
Marsh, Darren
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Anderson, Carolyn
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Castelnuovo, Sheri
Converse, Randall
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Dahlen, Julie

“VSA Wisconsin
offers individuals
with disabilities a
unique opportunity
to do stuff that most
of us take for granted, it is an organization that puts pride
and achievement
into the minds of
people that so much
need it. Check out
one of their art exhibitions, you will be amazed at the
pride and messaging within the works on display and
equally amazed with the quality.”

		
- Andy Walder, donor and volunteer (pictured above on right)

Miller, Trent
Murtaugh, Phil and Susan
National Mutual Benefit
Nothnagel, Jean and Fred
Paul, Kathy A.
Pellitteri, Thomas and Michele
Peters, Donna and Larry
Richards, Toni and Don
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Sanna, Charles and Margaret
Shomos Family Foundation
Simkowski, Pat
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Top Promotions
Van Vleck, Janet and Michael
Wallman, Charles and Betsy
Weiss, Lee

Davenport, Jim
David, Chris Lorette
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Detienne, Sue and Rick
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Fairhurst, John and Elizabeth
Farnan, Laurie
Faulkner, Lynne
Ferraro, Melinda
First Business Bank
Flagstad Flower Shop
Fresh Madison Market
Gamer, Donald
Gardner, Charles
Guethlein, Effie
Hamilton, Francette
Henke, Tammi
Herrmann, Brandon
Heus, Michelle
Hobbs, Richard A.
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Hoeppner, Jennifer
Holzem, Maureen
Hunter, Robin
Immanuel-Trinity Lutheran Church
Isenhart, Wesley
Jacobson, Joanie
Jeffers, Megan
John Deere Classic
Joyce, Roxanne
Judd, Dawn
Julian, Thomas and Kathryn
Jungbluth, Patricia
Kehl, Ann and Michael
Kehl, William
Kirch, Sue
Kowalkowski-Funk, Debra
Krainz, Duane
Krause, Todd
Kuczenski, Tracy
Kuhnz, Cheryl
LaMuro, Leslie
Lelm, Nic
Lepisto, Meghan
Lindenberg, Dan
Loehr, Kira
London, Alexis
Luttrell, Lesleigh
Lux, Alicia
Malofsky, Harvey and Rona
Malone, Donna
Manna Café
Manthe, Susan and Randy
Marik, Wayne and Judith
Martinson, John
Meyer, Jim and Margaret
Milwaukee Area Technical College
Minkus, Dan
Morrison, Susan
Moyer, Mark
Mueller, Anne and Morgan
Mueller, Tiffany
Myers, Bronwen
Nature’s Bakery
Nichols, Carol
Noel, Tyler
Oberkrieser, Sharon
Olson-Sutton, Judith
Ornstein, Marjon
Patrick, Julie
Pierce’s Market
Pirsch, Bridget
Planey, Heide
Power2Give.org
Prochaska, Carol
Rathke, Liz
Rothering, Kathy
Rush, Nahrissa

Salm, Ray
Schubert, Randy
Schultz, Kathy
Scullion, Patricia
Seymour, Craig
Shannon, Susan and Thomas
Skarphol, Mary Jean
Skinner, Wendy
Spencer, Chris
Steeno, Katy
Steinnon, Kat
Sundquist, Shirley
Taylor, Martha
Ulanski, Elizabeth
Vardase, Thomas
Viste, Doran
Voge, Jen
Walker, Dick and Margy
Walz-Chojnacki, Mary
Wartman, Carl
Weiss, Kristi Jo and Michael
Wilhelms, Don
Willy Street Co-op
Wilmarth, Peter
Wilmeth, Sally and Guerkink, Terry
Woodman’s
Yang, Vina
Ziehm, Linda and Lon
Zins, Mary

Local, State, and Federal
Grants

Dane Arts
Madison Arts Commission
Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds
from the State of Wisconsin
and the National Endowment
for the Arts
Wisconsin Dept. of Public
Instruction

Tribute Gifts

In honor of Dylan Abraham
Abraham, Nancy
In honor of John Dickens
Dickens, Mary
In memory of Robert Englund
Friedrich, Barbara
In memory of Mary Jo Gruber
Carlson, Jane Cummings
Fafard, Mary Beth
Figi, Judith
Gruber, Susan
Haney, Wava
Hedfield, Hagen and Esther
Johnson, Kathryn

“I support VSA Wisconsin
because I have seen up
close, the wonderful joy and
sense of accomplishment
that participants exude,
just given an opportunity to
showcase their artistry. VSA
Wisconsin staff, teaching artists and volunteers dedicate
their time and amazing affection to help those challenged
and less fortunate by providing them opportunities
to achieve. One look into any of their eyes, will warm
your heart and soul.”
-Tony Canonie, donor
		
Libby, Janet
Meyer, Dawn
Peters, Eloyse
Weitzel, Debra
Willauer, Mary E.
In honor of Esther and Jon Hays
Hays, Chris
In honor of Sharon Kessel
Gamzu, Elkan and S. Zelda
In honor of Esther Larson
Burlingame, A. W. and L. A.
In honor of Kathy Larson
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
In memory of Dorothy Lundahl
Lundahl, David
In honor of Deacon Todd Martin
Ableidinger, Kathleen and Jim
In honor of Monsignor Charles
Schluter
Ableidinger, Kathleen and Jim
In honor of Tom Nelson
Colorez, Elena
Goke, Kim
Loney, Debbie
Olson, Kim
In honor of Odie
Hofeldt, Bill
In honor of Jim Riordan
Nordby, Eugene
In honor of Carrie Samuels
Padgett, Mary

In honor of Chris Spencer and
Kate Knott
Spencer, June
In honor of Dan Stace
Stace, Ralph and Nellie
in honor of Steve Stricker
Olson, Betty
In memory of Jennifer Trimborn
Zeman, Jeffrey and Deborah
In honor of VSA Wisconsin staff
Mathes, Jackie
In honor of Mary Zins
Eaves, Ann Beth
Martyniak, Salli
Norris, Arlene
Schubert, Kathryn
Torkelson, Gwen
Wenzel, Ann

Matching Gifts

Liberty Mutual Foundation
Give with Liberty
Thompson Investment
Management

Special Events

Many thanks to The UW-Madison
Athletic Department and School
of Music

“Art speaks when words fail, and certainly for VSA, people learn to express themselves
and find value in their talents when other avenues fail them. Having other people value
and appreciate their work grows their self-respect and self-confidence, which is a
miracle to see. The human qualities of caring, compassion, and encouragement are so
evident in VSA that it’s heartwarming to witness. It should be an example to follow in
other areas of our lives. VSA is a great place to start your investment in a more positive
world!”
				

– Diane Ballweg, donor
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Revenues
Government Support - 31%
Fees, special events, sales,
investment income and
miscellaneous income - 24%
Foundations - 25%
Inkind - 7%
Corporations - 6%
Individuals and service
organizations - 5%
Workplace giving - 2%

FY13 by the numbers
Educational art programs directly served
individuals, most with disabilities

1,828

Slightly more than 82% of annual expenses
were devoted to programming
More than 285,549 people were impacted by
exhibitions, concerts, and special performances
by individual with disabilities

95 volunteers provided 615 hours of support
for administration, programs and events

Expenses
Programming - 82%
Fundraising - 11%
Management & General - 7%

VSA Wisconsin partners with Edgewood College
art therapy students and Milwaukee Area Technical
College occupational therapy students to assist with
selected VSA Wisconsin programming. These volunteers gain valuable experience working with people
with disabililties, and bring a fresh perspective to the
programs.
“Through your mentoring, Abby [art therapy student intern in the VSA Art Center in 2013] gained
so much practical experience and insight in the
benefits of art therapy with adults with a range of
needs and abilities. She was inspired by the staff’s
rolemodeling and the excellent program you have
created for VSA Wisconsin. Through your supervision, Abby’s skills and confidence have flourished!
The Edgewood College Art Therapy Program would
not be able to provide the level of education that we
desire without our community partners. We value
our relationship with VSA Wisconsin.”
~ Professor Janice Havlena, Edgewood College

Support VSA Wisconsin
when the defending Northwoods League Champion
Madison Mallards play the
Kenosha Kingfish

VSA Choir of Appleton...

Performs with Fox Valleyaires

Thursday June 5, 7:05 pm
at Warner Park in Madison
• Prior to the game, the VSA Choir of Madison will sign
(in American Sign Language) and sing the National
Anthem.

On December 10, the VSA Choir of Appleton
joined the Fox Valleyaires Men’s Barbershop
Chorus in a holiday concert in Perry Hall at UW
Fox Valley, Menasha. The choir sang two songs
midway through the concert and then joined the
Fox Valleyaires for holiday favorites, “Oh Come All
Ye Faithful,” “Joy to the World” and “We Wish You
a Merry Christmas” at the end of the program.

• Purchase tickets from VSA Wisconsin: $15 for a
reserved seat and a Mallards hat. $5 of every ticket sold
in this manner will directly benefit VSA Wisconsin.
• During the game, VSA Wisconsin will conduct a 50/50
(“share the pot”) raffle.
Please participate in
VSA Wisconsin’s Charter Community Connection Night at the “Duck
Pond.” To purchase
tickets, go to www.Mallardsgroups.com. Enter
the code “vsa” and at
the bottom of the page
click “Buy” and choose
your seats in the Green
section. Call VSA Wisconsin at 608-241-2131
with questions.
Deadline is May 22.

It was a very fun event for the choir members.
In addition to singing on stage before a large
audience, choir members got to spend time in the
dressing room before the performance. When the
final song ended, one choir member summed up
the experience with a smile and said, “That was
wonderful!” Choir director Tiffany Vollrath hopes to
participate in more events like this in the future.
The choir rehearses weekly at First English
Lutheran Church. Established in 1995, this ongoing program allows individuals with disabilities
the opportunity to actively contribute to the social,
cultural and economic life of the Fox Cities.

Donation Form
Name ____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State _____ Zip ______
Save printing and postage! Add me to your e-mail list.

Enclosed is my gift of $____________
Telephone ______________________

E-mail address: ____________________________________

My gift is in honor/memory of: ____________________________________________
My company will match my gift. Company name: _____________________________
Make checks payable to VSA Wisconsin		
Mail to: 1709 Aberg Ave., Suite 1, Madison, WI 53704-4207
Credit Card: __Visa __ MasterCard __Discover Credit Card # _____________________ Expiration date: _________
Name as it appears on card: _________________________ Signature: ___________________________________

1709 Aberg Ave.
Suite 1
Madison, WI 53704-4207
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Please help VSA Wisconsin streamline
costs and save resources by choosing to
receive the tri-annual newsletter by email.
Contact us at vsawis@vsawis.org and tell
us if you would like to:
w Cancel your print subscription
and receive our e-newsletter
w Keep your print subscription
AND subscribe to our e-newsletter

Please include the name and address on this
newsletter and the email at which you would
like to receive the newsletter.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Riordan…….…..…….....Board Chair
Jason Stephens .....................Vice Chair
Kenneth Donahue*..…………...Secretary
Tom Nelson…..……..………..…Treasurer
Leslie Brodhead Griffith
Michael Leckrone
Peggy Lenz Gunderson
Phyllis (Flip) Varsos
Matthew Vogel
* Ex-Officio Member

STAFF
Kathie Wagner…...……....……President
Patti Jungbluth..VP of Finance & Admin.
Kathy Paul.......Development Associate
Heide Planey…...……..Program Director
Jennifer Rae.................Program Director
Sandra Walling.............Program Director

The mission of VSA Wisconsin is to
expand the capabilities, confidence and
quality of life for children and adults with
disabilities by providing programs in
dance, drama, creative writing, music and
visual art.
VSA Wisconsin is a member of the VSA
affiliate network, a program of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
This newsletter is made possible in part
through funding provided by a grant from
the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from
the State of Wisconsin and the National
Endowment for the Arts. Additional support has been provided by: Advertisers
Press and xpedx.

Transportation for VSA Wisconsin is provided with support from Kayser Automotive Group.
To receive this newsletter in an alternative
format, contact VSA Wisconsin.

You are invited!
Visual Expressions
A Call for Art exhibition celebrating
the creative power of people with
disabilities.
VSA Wisconsin Gallery
1709 Aberg Ave, Madison
Public Reception
Saturday May 3, 2-4 pm

Gallery
Hours
Apr 21 - May 3
Mon - Thur
9am - 3 pm

